CATHOLIC
CONFERENCE

ARCHDIOCESE OF EALTIMORE 1+ ARCHDIOCESE OF WASHINGTON + DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON

December 18, 2007

Dear Candidate for the U.S. House of Representatives:

I write on behalf of the Catholic bishops serving Maryland in the dioceses of Baltimore,
Washington, and Wilmington to invite you to share your views on a diverse array of public-
policy issues with the many Catholic voters of your congressional district.

A questionnaire is snclosed. Just prior to the February 12 primary election, your
responses and those of your opponents will be published in the Catholic newspaper serving your
area of the state — The Catholic Review (Baltimore), The Catholic Standard (Washington), or The
Dialog (Maryland’s Eastern Shore). The great majority of Catholic families in close to 300
Maryland parishes subscrioe to one of these publications. Together, the three papers boast a
Maryland readership that significantly exceeds 300,000.

Please avail yourself of this unique opportunity for direct, pre-election contact with the
Catholic voters of your district. Your signed responses must be received no later than
Wednesday, January 23rd. A return envelope is provided for your convenience.

In completing the (uestionnaire, please check only “support” or “oppose.” Due to
newspaper space limitations, any qualifying statements cannot be printed. If you find yourself
unable to “support” or “oppose” any of the questionnaire’s queries without adding a
qualification, you might want to check neither box. A checked response will not be printed if it
is accompanied by a qualifying statement.

Thank you for the rime and attention you give to this matter.

Sincerely,
Richard J. Dowling
Executive Director

Enclosures

10 FRANCIS STREET 1T ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1714
410/269-1155 =« 301/261-1979 + FAX 410/269-1790 +» WWW.MDCATHCON.ORG



QUESTIONNAIRE FOR 2008 CANDIDATES FOR THE
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

THE MARYLAND CATHOLIC CONFERENCE
10 FRANCIS STREET
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401-1714

-- MUST BE RECEIVED BY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2008 --

STEM CELL RESEARCH:

Do you support or oppose prohibiting the use of taxpayer funds for research that involves
destroying live human embryos to obtain cells for experimentation (embryonic stem cell

research)?
Support X Oppose

REFUGEE ASSISTANCE:
Do you support or oppose legislation to increase the number of visas available to refugees
who are fleeing persecution abroad, and to provide adequate funding for the U.S. refugee

admissions program?
Support 2§ Oppose

INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE & PEACE:

Will you support or oppose a policy that limits the preventative use of U.S. military force
in cases where there is not clear and compelling evidence of an imminent attack on the

United States?
Support Oppose X

Will you support or oppose significant annual increases in poverty-focused development
assistance to reduce global poverty and increase the percentage of gross domestic product
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(GDP) contributed in foreign aid? YAore mone y /5
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A CHECKED RESI'ONSE WILL NOT BE PRINTED IF IT IS ACCOMPANIED BY A QUALIFYING STATEMENT. N ° * &
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IMMIGRATION:

Do you support or oppose legislation that would permit undocumented aliens who have
been living in the United States for a number of years and who do not have criminal
records to earn legal status by paying fines, paying back taxes, and agreeing to learn

English?
Support Oppose K

Do you support or oppose maintaining current law that permits American citizens and
legal permanent residenis to petition for close family members, such as children, parents,
and siblings, who are living abroad to come live in the United States?

Support Oppose

HEALTH CARE:

Do you support or oppose legislation to reform our healthcare system to ensure there is
affordable, accessible health care for all, especially for poor famlhes with children and
for persons with disabilities? éou ; et 1aVO [vemonT
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EDUCATION: s blems. MO’f
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Federal Financial Assisiance: Do you support or oppose legislation to continue and §M
expand current federal laws that provide educational benefits to students and teachers in
private and religious schools on a basis equitable to what public school students and

teachers receive?
Support X Oppose

Parental Rights: Do you support or oppose legislation to provide federal financial
assistance to low-income parents to choose the schools that they believe are best suited
for their children?

Support Oppose

A CHECKED RES ?°ONSE WILL NOT BE PRINTED IF IT IS ACCOMPANIED BY A QUALIFYING STATEMENT.
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